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Background 


In  1980,  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the  national  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 
Heritage  Foundation— a traveling  meeting  which  took  the  conferees  to 
Dillon,  MT— a prominent  rock  just  north  of  the  Dillon  city  limits  was 
pointed  out  by  local  historian  Elfreda  Woodside  as  the  rock  upon  which 
Captain  Clark  observed  the  Beaverhead  Valley. 

The  rock  and  the  immediate  area  about  the  north  and  east  sides  were 
undeveloped  and  the  land  was  for  sale.  Mrs.  Woodside  proposed  to  the 
Foundation  members  that  they  give  the  Dillon  community  their  endorse- 
ment for  the  development  of  the  area  for  a state  park.  The  Foundation 
agreed  to  lend  their  support. 

Edrie  Vinson,  Foundation  secretary,  and  Bob  Saindon,  Foundation 
board  member,  presented  the  proposal  to  the  Beaverhead  County  Com- 
missioners from  the  standpoint  of  national  interest,  and  offered  to  assist 
the  community  in  any  way  they  could.  The  commissioners  viewed  the  pro- 
posed project  as  an  asset  to  the  Dillon  community  for  its  historic  interest  to 
tourists  travelling  along  interstate  15;  it  would  draw  business:  create  a 
park  for  local  use  as  well  as  that  of  travellers:  and  contribute  to  the  preser- 
vation of  a significant  aspect  of  America’s  colorful  heritage.  They  unani- 
mously adopted  the  proposal. 

Ms.  Vinson  continued  to  volunteer  her  services  to  the  community,  and 
maintained  contact  with  local  businesses  and  organizations  of  the  Dillon 
area.  She  proposed  the  idea  of  contacting  Bob  Scriver,  Montana’s  inter- 
nationally recognized  sculptor,  in  an  attempt  to  persuade  the  artist  to  cre- 
ate a bronze  sculpture  of  the  kind  he  did  for  the  Fort  Benton  community. 
The  idea  was  accepted  and  a meeting  was  arranged  with  Scriver.  The 
meeting  was  successful— the  artist  agreed  to  the  concept.  He,  along  with 
the  representatives  of  the  Dillon  community  have  developed  the  plan  for 
the  monument  as  proposed  in  this  booklet. 

Historical  and  geological  background  Information  were  needed  for  the 
site  development.  These  were  prepared  for  the  county  commissioners  by 
Bob  Saindon,  Lewis  and  Clark  historian,  and  Robert  Fields,  geologist  at 
the  University  of  Montana. 

This  booklet  was  designed  for  presentation  to  the  48th  Montana  Legi- 
slature for  its  Information  in  considering  allocation  of  Coal  Tax  funding  for 
the  proposed  state  park.  The  printing  and  distribution  costs  of  this  publi- 
cation were  made  available  through  a grant  from  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 
Heritage  Foundation,  Inc. 
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Clark’s  Lookout 

An  Historical  Interpretation  of  an  Age-old  Landmark 


by  Bob  Saindon 
Lewis  and  Clark  Historian 


r — \ 

“...you  will  take  careful  observations... at  all  remarkable  points. ..&  objects  distinguished  by  such  natural 
marks  & characters  of  a durable  kind,  as  that  they  may  with  certainty  be  recognized  hereafter...’’^ 

\ y 


The  accomplishments  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition 
are  among  our  nation’s  proudest  heritages.  This  epic 
journey  across  the  Trans-Mississippi  wilderness  (1804-1806) 
was  of  such  significant  value  to  the  United  States  in  the 
areas  of  natural  science,  ethnology,  commerce  and  diplom- 
acy toward  the  natives  that  the  historic  Trail  and  all  docu- 
mented landmarks  become  worthy  of  preservation.  A num- 
ber of  these  landmarks  have  been  preserved  for  future  gen- 
erations to  enjoy,  and  several  more  are  being  considered  for 
preservation.  However,  a greater  number  have  been  de- 
stroyed, as  well  as  long  stretches  of  the  Trail... never  to  be 
reclaimed. 

The  foilowing  is  an  historicai  interpretation  of  a relatively 
undisturbed  lookout  which  was  used  by  the  Expedition  and 
documented  in  both  their  journais  and  their  cartography. 

J 
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1 Jackson,  Donald,  editor  Letters  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  Sec- 
ond edition,  2 vols,  Urbana,  1978,  "Jefferson's  Instructions  to  Lewis,"  Vol.  I, 
pp.  61-62. 


There  can  be  little  doubt  to  one  who  has  studied  the  cus- 
toms and  conflicts  of  the  early  Indians  who  frequented  the 
Beaverhead  Valley^  of  present  southwestern  Montana  that 
the  monolithic  limestone  outcropping  in  the  vicinity  of  Dil- 
lon^ was  used  from  time  immemorial  as  a vantage  from 
which  the  natives  could  scour  some  twenty-five  miles  of  the 
valley  floor.  Whether  in  pursuance  of  an  enemy,  in  retreat, 
on  a hunt,  or  simply  to  post  sentry,  the  limestone  lookout 
was  ideally  situated. 

In  the  early  1700’s  a powerful  tribe  of  Indians  known  to- 
day as  the  Shoshones,  spent  their  summer  months  along  the 
present  Salmon  and  Lemhi  Rivers  west  of  the  Continental 
Divide.  There  they  lived  upon  the  fish  they  caught,  and  re- 
ferred to  themselves  as  Agaideka  or  “Salmon  Eaters.”  In 
September  they  would  cross  the  Divide  and  follow  down  the 
Beaverhead  Valley  and  eventually  onto  the  plains  which 
teemed  with  buffalo.  During  that  time  they  referred  to 
themselves  as  Kutsundeka  or  “Buffalo  Eaters.”' 

The  reason  for  the  great  power  of  these  people  lay  pri- 
marily in  the  fact  that  they  possessed  horses  which  they 
would  obtain  both  directly  and  indirectly  from  the  Spanish 
who  lived  west  of  the  Divide  and  to  the  south. ^ The  horses 


The  downfall  of  the  Shoshone  power  can  in  all  probability 
be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  vigilant  Spanish  refused  to 
allow  the  Indians  to  have  guns.'  The  power  and  speed  of  the 
equestrian  Shoshone  proved  to  be  no  match  for  the  swift  and 
deadly  lead  ball  that  sped  from  the  noisy  “iron  stick.”  The 
French  and  English  fur  traders  who  were  moving  westward 
from  the  Great  Lakes  region  had  no  qualms  about  trading 
guns  for  furs.  And  soon  the  decrepit  enemies  of  the  Sho- 
shones were  armed  with  a “medicine”  more  powerful  than 
that  of  the  awesome  “Big  Dog.”  ® 


allowed  the  Shoshones  to  move  with  great  speed  and  power 
against  their  enemies  who  lived  on  the  plains  east  of  the 
mountains  and  who  had  no  horses.®  These  large  agile  ani- 
mals were  also  helpful  in  portaging  their  belongings  across 
the  Divide,  and  in  their  buffalo  chases. 


2.  Thwaites,  Reuben  G.,  editor  Original  Journals  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Ex- 
pedition 1804-1806.  ARNO  Press  edition,  New  York,  1969.  8 Vols.  Vol.  V,  p. 
256.  (Hereafter  this  reference  will  be  referred  to  as  THWAITES.)  According 
to  Captain  Clark  "...that  beautifull  and  extensive  Valley  open  and  fertile 
which  we  call  the  beaver  head  Valley  which  Is  the  Indian  name.  In  their  lan- 
guage Har-na  Hap-pap  Chah,  from  the  No.  of  those  animals  In  it  and  a pt.  of 
land  resembling  the  head  of  one.  This  Vally  extends  from  the  rattle  snake 
Mountain  [today's  Rattlesnake  Cliffs]  down  Jeffersons  river  [today's  Beaver- 

, head  River  and  the  upper  portion  of  Jefferson's  River]  as  low  as  fraziers 
Creek  [present  South  Boulder  Creek]  above  bighorn  mountain  and  is  from  10 
to  15  Miles  In  width  and  about  50  miles  on  a direct  line  in  length  and  Jeffer- 
sons river  in  passing  throught  this  Vally  receives  McNeals  Creek  (present 
Black  tail  Deer  Creek),  Track  Creek  [present  Rattlesnake  Creek),  Phalan- 
throphy  river  [present  Ruby  River),  Wisdom  river  [present  Big  Hole  River). 
Fields  river  [North  Boulder  River)  and  Fraziers  Creek  [South  Boulder 
Creek]...  " 

3.  This  rock  formation  is  located  just  north  of  the  Dillon,  Montana  city  limits 
between  Interstate  Highway  91  and  State  Highway  41. 

4.  Madsen,  Brigham  D.  The  Lemhi:  Sacajawea's  People.  The  Caxton  Print- 
ers, Caldwell.  Idaho.  1979.  p.  24.  There  were  many  tribes  of  the  Shoshonean 
nation.  Those  referred  to  in  the  present  paper  were  those  who  would  cross 
the  mountains  to  hunt  buffalo. 

5.  Roe,  Frank  Gilbert.  The  Indian  and  the  Horse,  Norman,  1955.  p.  126. 


6.  Ewers.  John  C.  The  Horse  in  the  Blackteet  Indian  Culture  Washington, 
D C.  1980.  pp.  15-19. 

7.  Thwaites.  Vol.  5,  p.  383.  Captain  Lewis  wrote:  "I  can  discover  that  these 
people  [the  Shoshones]  are  by  no  means  friendly  to  the  Spaniards,  their  com- 
plaint is.  that  the  Spaniards  will  not  let  them  have  fire  arms  and  amunition, 
that  they  put  them  off  by  telling  them  that  if  they  suffer  them  to  have  guns 
they  will  kill  each  other,  thus  leaving  them  defenceless  and  an  easy  prey  to 
their  bloodthirsty  neighbours  to  the  East  of  them,  who  being  in  possession  of 
fire  arms  hunt  them  up  and  murder  them  without  rispect  to  sex  or  age  and 
plunder  them  of  their  horses  on  all  occasions." 

8.  Quaife,  Milo  M.,  editor.  The  Journals  of  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis  and 
Sergeant  John  Ordway.  Madison,  1916.  "Sergeant  Ordway's  Journal,  " p. 
268:  "...they  [the  Shoshones]  have  no  knives  tommahawks  nor  no  weapons  of 
war  except  their  bow  & arrows." 

Thwaites.  Vol.  II,  p.  341.  When  the  cautious  Shoshones  first  came  from 
their  village  to  meet  Captain  Lewis,  they  came  "armed  cap  a pe  for  action  ex- 
pecting to  meet  with  their  enimies  the  Minnetares  of  Fort  de  Prarie  [Atsinas] 
whome  they  call  Pah'-kees.  they  were  armed  with  bows  arrow  and  Shields 
except  three  whom  I observed  with  small  pieces  such  as  the  N.W.  Company 
[Northwest  Fur  Company]  furnish  the  natives  with  which  they  had  obtained 
from  the  Rocky  Mountain  Indians  on  the  Yellowstone  river  with  whom  they 
are  at  peace." 

Thwaites.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  30.  Lewis  wrote:  "The  few  guns  which  the  Shoshones 
have  are  reserved  for  war  almost  exclusively  and  the  bow  and  arrows  are 


The  tables  had  turned.  Fate  had  unmercifully  placed  the 
Shoshones  in  a desperated  situation.  The  once  weak  enemy 
now  had  the  power.  Not  only  were  they  able  to  withstand  the 
attacks  of  the  Shoshones,  they  were  also  able  to  make  prof- 
itable raids,  stealing  horses,  women,  children,  tipis,  food, 
etc.  ® The  Shoshones  were  soon  to  become  a wretched  and 
despicable  people.  Such  was  their  lot  at  the  arrival  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  in  the  Beaverhead  Valley  in 
August  1805.  Sergeant  Gass  wrote  of  one  village:  “They  are 
the  poorest  and  most  miserable  nation  I ever  beheld. ..They 
have  a great  many  fine  horses,  and  nothing  more;  and  on 
account  of  these  they  are  much  harassed  by  other  na- 
tions." 


Fear  welled  in  the  hearts  of  the  Shoshone  people  as  each 
fall  they  cautiously  ventured  eastward  to  the  site  of  their 
winter  campgrounds.  Captain  Lewis  recorded  their  condi- 
tion in  his  Journal:  “...to  avoid  their  enemies  who  were 
eternally  harrassing  them...  they  were  obliged  to  remain  in 
the  interior  of  these  mountains  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  year 
where  they  suffered,  as  we  then  saw,  great  hardships  for 
want  of  food  sometimes  living  for  weeks  without  meat  and 
only  a little  fish,  roots  and  berries,  but  this,  added  Cameah- 
waite  [the  chief],  with  his  ferce  eyes  and  lank  jaws  grown 
meager  for  the  want  of  food,  would  not  be  the  case  if  we  had 
guns,  we  could  then  live  in  the  country  of  buffaloe  and  eat  as 
our  enemies  do  and  not  be  compelled  to  hide  ourselves  in 
these  mountains  and  live  on  roots  and  berries  as  the  bear 
do.  we  do  not  fear  our  enemies  when  placed  on  an  equal 
footing  with  them.’’" 

Because  of  its  situation,  the  limestone  lookout,  then,  must 
have  been  of  importance  to  the  fearful  Shoshones  as  they 
cautiously  made  their  way  toward  the  buffalo  country.'^  It 
no  doubt  also  served  their  enemies,  who  must  have  with  cu- 
pidity waited  in  ambush  of  these  ill-fated  natives  who  mi- 
grated with  their  wealth  of  horses. 

In  the  year  1800,  the  Shoshones  set  up  a village  at  their 
usual  site  at  the  Three  Forks  of  the  Missouri.  Here  they 
were  attacked  by  a raiding  party  of  Hidatsas  who  killed  four 
men,  four  women,  a number  of  boys,  and  made  prisoners  of 
Q all  the  females  and  four  boys. 


These  Hidatsa  raiders  lived  in  earthlodge  villages  in  what 
is  now  central  North  Dakota  on  Knife  River,  a tributary  of 
the  Missouri,  not  far  above  the  Mandan  Indian  villages. 
They  brought  the  Shoshone  prisoners  back  to  their  village 
where  at  least  one  of  the  captured  girls  was  sold  to  a French 
free-trader  by  the  name  of  Toussaint  Charbonneau,  who  had 
been  living  among  the  Hidatsa  for  three  years.'” 


On  May  14, 1804,  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  set  out 
from  its  Wood  River  Camp  in  Illinois,  just  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Missouri  River.  Included  in  their  instructions 
from  President  Jefferson  was  the  following: 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  you  will 
take  observations  of  latitude  & longitude,  at  all 
remarkable  points  on  the  river,  & especially  at 
the  mouths  of  rivers,  at  rapids,  at  islands,  & 
other  places  & objects  distinguished  by  such  na- 
tural marks  & characters  of  a durable  kind,  as 
that  they  may  with  certainty  be  recognized  here- 
after. The  courses  of  the  river  between  these 
points  of  observation  may  be  supplied  by  the 
compass... 


used  in  hunting.” 

Gass.  Patrick.  A Journal  of  the  Voyages  and  Travels  of  a Corps  of  Dis- 
covery. Reprint  of  the  1810  edition,  Ross  & Haines,  Inc.,  Minneapolis.  1958. 
p.  150.  "They  have  but  four  guns  in  the  nation.” 

9.  Thwaites.  Vol.  II,  p.  343.  "these  people  had  been  attacked  by  the  Mine- 
tares  of  Fort  de  prarie  this  spring  and  about  20  of  them  killed  and  taken 
prisoners,  on  this  occasion  they  lost  a great  part  of  their  horses  and  all  their 
lodges  except  that  which  they  had  erected  for  our  accomodation;  they  were 
now  living  in  lodges  of  a conic  figure  made  of  willow  brush." 

10.  Gass.  p.  147. 

11 . Thwaites.  Vol.  II,  p.  383. 

12.  There  are  several  references  in  the  Lewis  and  Clark  literature  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  enemies  of  the  Shoshones  ambushed  them  in  the  Beaverhead 
Valley  and  above:  e.g.  Thwaites..  Vol.  Ill,  p.  38  "near  the  upper  part  of  this 
cove  (present  Horse  Prairie)  the  Shoshones  suffered  a very  severe  defeat  by 
the  Minnetares  about  six  years  since.” 

13.  Thwaites.  Vol.  II,  pp.  282-283. 

14.  Osgood,  Ernest  S.,  editor.  The  Field  Notes  of  Captain  William  Clark. 

Yale,  1964.  p.  174. 
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The  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  reached  the  Mandan  vil- 
lages in  late  October  of  1804.  They  built  a fort  and  settled  in 
for  the  winter.  Here  they  met  Toussaint  Charbonneau  whom 
they  hired  as  an  interpreter  for  their  meetings  with  the 
nearby  Hidatsas.’® 

The  explorers  soon  learned  that  they  would  be  needing 
horses  to  cross  to  the  western  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
They  immediately  recognized  the  value  Charbonneau’s  wife 
could  be  in  serving  as  an  intermediary  in  bargaining  with 
the  Shoshones  for  their  horses.  The  Frenchman  and  his 
wife,  Sacagawea,  agreed  to  accompany  the  Expedition  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

This  young  woman  was  only  eleven  or  twelve  years  old 
when  she  was  abducted  by  the  Hidatsas.'s  They  brought 
her  to  their  village  from  the  Three  Forks  by  a route  which 
crosses  the  Yellowstone  River  and  comes  overland  to  Knife 
River. '5  She  had  never  been  on  the  Missouri  below  the 
Gates  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  With  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Expedition  it  was  approximately  in  the  vicinity  of  present 
Helena,  Montana  that  she  began  to  recognize  the  country.^o 

The  Expedition  arrived  at  the  Three  Forks  of  the  Missouri 
on  July  25— too  early  in  the  year  for  the  Shoshones  to  have 
arrived  and  set  up  their  winter  camp. 


On  August  8,  a short  distance  above  the  mouth  of  present 
Ruby  River,  Sacagawea  recognized  a landmark.  Captain 


Lewis  wrote;  "The  Indian  woman  recognized  the  point  of  a 
high  plain  to  our  right  which  she  informed  us  was  not  very 
distant  from  the  summer  retreat  of  her  nation  on  a river  be- 
yond the  mountains  which  runs  to  the  west,  this  hill  she  says 
her  nation  calls  the  beaver’s  head  from  a conceived  resem- 
blance of  it’s  figure  to  the  head  of  that  animal.  She  assures 
us  that  we  shall  either  find  her  people  on  this  river  [i.e., 
present  Beaverhead  River]  or  on  the  river  immediately  west 
of  it’s  source...’’^'  Captain  Lewis  and  three  men  went 
ahead  of  the  main  party  in  search  of  the  Shoshones. 

Three  days  later  Clark’s  party  reached  a large  island 
which  they  called  "3000  mile  Island  as  it  is  Situated  that 
distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  by  water. 

By  August  13,  Lewis’s  party  was  west  of  the  Divide,  and 
on  that  day  finally  made  contact  with  the  Shoshones.  Clark’s 
party  set  out  early  as  usual.  The  temperature  was  52  de- 
grees at  sunrise,  there  was  a slight  wind  out  of  the  north- 
west, and  it  was  cloudy.  The  river  wound  back  and  forth  so 
greatly  that  by  8 a.m.,  their  usual  hour  for  breakfasting, 
they  had  made  only  one  mile  on  a direct  line  from  their  camp 
of  the  previous  night,  and  only  four  river  miles.  Here,  at  the 
base  of  "a  high  Point  of  Limestone  rocks  on  the  Stard. 
Side. ..about  70  feet  high,"  they  pulled  the  seven  cotton- 
wood dugouts  ashore.^^ 

While  those  in  charge  of  preparing  breakfast  set  about 
their  morning  duty.  Captain  Clark  ascended  this  high  point 
of  "rugged"  rock.  And  from  this  eminence  viewed  the  Bea- 
verhead Valley  through  high  telescope,  made  a number  of 
compass  readings,  and  sketched  a map  of  the  area: 

"Point  of  the  Beaver  head  hill  bears  N.  24°  E.  12  Ms. 

The  course  of  the  Wisdom  [present  Big  Hole]  river  is  N. 
25°  W. 

The  gap  at  the  place  the  river  passes  thro’  a mountain 
[present  Rattlesnake  Cliffs]  in  advance  is  S 18°  W.10  Ms.’’“ 

The  top  of  Clark’s  Lookout  is  one  of  the  few  well  docu- 
mented points  along  the  historic  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 
where  we  can  stand  today  and  establish  with  a high  degree 
of  certainty  where  Captain  Clark  actually  stood  to  make  ob- 
servations and  record  geographical  information  obedient  to 
President  Jefferson’s  orders,  indeed,  the  very  rock  upon 
which  he  stood  should  "with  certainty  be  recognized  here- 
after." 


15.  Jackson.  Op.  cit, 

16.  Osgood.  Op.  cit. 

17.  Thwaites.  Vol.  I,  pp.  274-275. 

18.  The  age  of  Sacagawea  is  deduced  from  the  fact  that  she  had  been  prom- 
ised to  a Shoshone  man  when  she  reached  the  age  of  puberty  (Thwaites.  Vol. 
II,  p.  371)  which  was  considered  by  them  to  be  13  or  14  years  (Ibid.).  Since 
the  Shoshone  man  had  not  claimed  her  by  the  time  that  she  was  abducted  in 
1800  (ibid.  p.  282-283)  we  conclude  that  she  was  probably  about  11  or  12 
when  she  was  abducted  and  about  17  when  she  had  her  baby  in  1805. 

19.  Saindon,  Bob.  "The  Abduction  of  Sacagawea,”  We  Proceeded  On.  Vol. 
II,  No.  2,  pp.  6-8.  The  route  used  by  the  Hidatsa  to  make  raids  on  the  Sho- 
shone is  shown  on  map  number  12  of  Clark’s  maps  that  are  found  reproduced 
in  volume  8 of  Thwaites 

20.  Thwaites.  Vol.  II,  p.  260. 


21.  Ibid.  Vol.  II,  p.  320. 

22.  Ibid.  Vol.  II,  p.  333.  Clark's  measurements  were  long  especially  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  River  and  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Missouri.  The 
actual  distance  of  this  island  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  was  closer  to 
2,700  miles  (see  Wheeler,  Olin  D.  The  Trail  of  Lewis  and  Clark  1804-1904. 
New  York.  1904.  2 vols.  Vol.  I,  p.  377.)  The  island  no  longer  exists.  At  the 
time  of  Lewis  and  Clark  it  was  located  about  halfway  between  the  beaver's 
head  and  Clark’s  Lookout. 

23.  Thwaites.  Vol.  II,  pp.  344-345;  Vol.  VI,  pp.  20,  195;  Quaife,  op.  cit.,  p. 
264. 

24.  This  information  is  found  on  map  number  29-A  of  Clark’s  maps  that  are 
reproduced  in  volume  8 of  Thwaites. 

25.  Thwaites.  Vol.  II,  pp,  344-345. 


Claris’s  Lookout 

From  a Qeological  Perspective 

by  Robert  Fields 

Geologist,  University  of  Montana 


Clark’s  Lookout,  situated  one  mile  north  of  Dillon,  Mon- 
tana on  the  north  bank  of  the  Beaverhead  River  just  west  of 
Old  Highway  91,  is  composed  of  Madison  Limestone,  a set 
of  marine  deposits  assigned  to  the  Mississippian  System  of 
rocks  (330  to  350  million  years  old)  of  the  Paleozoic  Era  of 
time.  It  stands  as  an  erosion  remnant  of  an  old  topography 
that  was  buried  under  a mantle  of  younger  rocks  laid  down 
by  streams  during  the  last  50  million  years  of  geologic  time. 
Today  it  stands  alone  and  is  visible  because  of  the  erosional 
processes  of  the  modern  Beaverhead  River.  Ciark’s  Lookout 
is  so  situated  that  from  its  top  one  can  see  the  surrounding 
countryside  to  the  Pioneer  Mountains  on  the  northwest  to 
the  Tobacco  Root  Mountains  some  40  miles  to  the  northeast, 
the  Ruby  Range  to  the  east  and  finally  to  the  Rattlesnake 
Cliffs  southwest  of  Dillon.  This  is  a swing  of  more  than  270° 
on  the  compass. 


The  geology  of  the  Beaverhead  Valley  and  its  surrounding 
mountains  is  quite  varied  and  includes  most  recognized 
types  of  rocks  found  on  the  earth’s  surface.  There  are  exam- 
pies  of  many  types  of  igneous  rocks,  both  intrusive  and  vol- 
canic. Several  areas  present  very  ancient  rocks  classed  as 
metamorphic  rocks  which  grade  from  slightly  altered  lime- 
stones and  shales  to  high  grade  metamorphic  units  consist- 
ing of  banded  gneisses  and  schists.  Almost  all  of  the  ranges 
are  either  flanked  by  or  are  composed  of  sedimentary  se- 
quences containing  both  marine  and  continental  sand- 
stones, shales,  and  limestones. 

The  Beaverhead  Valley  (as  well  as  other  basins  of  south- 
west Montana)  is  buried  by  thousands  of  feet  of  rock  debris 
partly  derived  from  the  eroding  ranges  and  by  vast  quanti- 
ties of  volcanic  ash  derived  from  local  as  well  as  far  off  vol- 
canic centers. 


Faulting  and  folding  of  the  rock  sequences  is  a prominent 
feature  of  the  Dillon-Beaverhead  region.  Most  of  the  moun- 
tain ranges  are  flanked  by  basin  margin  faults,  many  of 
these  with  thousands  of  feet  of  vertical  displacement.  Fold- 
ing is  prominent  and  presents  some  spectacular  surface  fea- 
tures readily  viewed  from  either  the  ground  or  aerial  obser- 
vation. 

The  higher  mountain  peaks  in  nearly  all  directions  look 
like  they  do  because  of  extensive  valley  glaciation  during  the 
last  ice  age  (1 .5  million  to  as  late  as  10  thousand  years  ago). 
Many  of  these  glaciated  areas  are  readily  accessible  from 
the  Beaverhead  Valley  and  offer  some  of  Montana’s  most 
spectacular  scenery. 

Standing  atop  Clark’s  Lookout  and  imagining  that  the 
north  direction  on  a compass  is  the  12  o’clock  mark  on  a 
clock  and  that  ail  of  the  hour  marks  on  the  clock  are  compass 
directions,  we  can  review  the  panarama  from  our  point  of 
observation.  For  example:  a feature  at  3 o’clock  would  be 
due  east,  another  feature  at  9 o’clock  would  be  due  west. 

At  10  to  11  o’clock  are  the  beautiful  peaks  of  the  Pioneer 
Mountains.  The  higher  peaks  were  carved  by  glaciers  from 
granite  related  to  the  Boulder  batholith  better  known  from 
the  Butte  area  with  its  very  rich  copper  deposits.  The  east 
flank  of  the  Pioneer  Mountains  is  composed  of  sedimentary 
rocks  deposited  during  Paleozoic  and  Mesozoic  time. East- 
ward toward  the  basin  these  rocks  in  turn  are  buried  under 
the  valley  fill  sediments  of  Tertiary  age.  Occasionally  ridges 
or  knobs  of  the  Paleozoic  and  Mesozoic  rocks  as  well  as 
granite  protude  through  the  valley  fill.  Clark’s  Lookout  is 
one  such  remnant.  Several  of  these  remnants  can  be  seen  at 
11:30  near  Apex  about  13  miles  distance. 

At  12  o’clock  (due  North)  about  20  miles  distance  is  Mc- 
Cartey’s  Mountain,  another  prominent  landmark  in  this  re- 
gion. It  is  separated  from  the  Pioneer  Mountains  by  the 
valley  of  the  Big  Hole  River.  The  course  of  the  Big  Hole  Riv- 
er is  very  interesting.  The  river  flows  eastward  to  Divide  (38 
miles  North  of  Clark’s  Lookout)  having  cut  the  Big  Hole 
Canyon  through  both  igneous  rocks.  Paleozoic  sediments 
and  very  ancient  rocks  belonging  to  the  Precambrian  time 
interval  (greater  than  200  million  years  and  for  those  rocks 
an  age  of  1.2  to  1.7  billion  years  has  been  established).  At 
Divide  the  river  abruptly  turns  south  then  swings  east 
around  the  south  flank  of  McCartey’s  Mountain,  then 
northeast  to  Twin  Bridges  (27  miles  from  Clark’s  Lookout) 
where  it  joins  the  Beaverhead  River. 

McCartey’s  Mountain  is  cored  by  a granite  stock.  On  its 
west  side  the  flank  is  buried  by  volcanic  rocks.  On  its  south 
and  east  sides  it  is  flanked  by  spectacularly  folded  and 
thrust  faulted  Mesozoic  and  Paleozoic  aged  sediments  part 
of  which  are  covered  by  later  volcanic  rocks  which  in  turn 
are  buried  by  valley  fill  sediments.  At  12:30  o’clock  Block 
Mountain  is  visible  on  the  east  flank  of  McCartey’s  Moun- 
tain and  is  composed  of  basalt.  South  of  Block  Mountain  a 
prominent  ridge  appropriately  known  as  “The  Hogback’’ 
consists  of  upturned  ridges  of  late  Paleozoic  sandstone  and 
quartzite.  The  Big  Hole  River  passes  eastward  between 
Block  Mountain  and  “The  Hogback.” 


At  12  to  1 o’clock  beyond  McCartey’s  Mountain  are  the 
Highland  Mountains  with  the  highest  peak.  Table  Mountain 
(El.  10,223)  standing  prominently  in  the  middle  of  the 
range.  This  south  end  of  the  range  is  composed  of  Precam- 
brian metamorphic  rocks.  The  middle  and  north  portion  of 
the  range  is  made  up  of  granite,  a part  of  the  Boulder  batho- 
lith. 

At  1 :30  is  the  Jefferson  Valley  flanked  on  the  west  by  the 
Highlands  and  on  the  east  by  the  Tobacco  Root  Mountains. 
The  Jefferson  Valley  is  filled  to  great  depth  by  valley  fill 
sediments  through  which  the  Jefferson  River  is  presently 
cutting  its  northward  course. 

At  1 o’clock  (14  miles  away)  in  the  middle  of  the  Beaver- 
head Valley  is  Beaverhead  Rock  so  named  by  Lewis  and 
Clark  because  of  its  shape.  It  reminds  one  of  a beaver  swim- 
ming eastward.  Beaverhead  Rock  is  another  remnant  of  an 
ancient  topography  that  protudes  through  the  valley  fill 
sediments  and  is  composed  of  Madison  Limestone,  the  same 
formation  that  composes  Clark’s  Lookout. 

At  2 o’clock  on  the  distant  skyline  are  some  of  the  highest 
peaks  in  the  Tobacco  Root  Mountains.  These  mountains  are 
cored  by  the  Tobacco  Root  batholith  but  the  major  rock  types 
are  very  ancient  (2  to  2.7  billion  years  old)  high  grade  meta- 
morphic gneisses,  marbles,  and  schists. 

At  2 o’clock  in  front  of  the  Tobacco  Root  Mountains  is  the 
lower  Ruby  River  Valley,  again  underlain  by  a thick  section 
of  valley  fill  sediments. 

At  2 to  4 o’clock  in  the  middle  distance  is  the  more  sub- 
dued crest  of  the  Ruby  Range.  This  range  is  composed  of 
Precambrian  metamorphic  rocks  related  to  those  in  the 
Highland  Mountains  and  Tobacco  Root  Mountains.  Of  in- 
terest are  the  several  commercial  talc  deposits  that  are 
being  exploited  in  the  range.  There  are  also  important 
banded  iron  deposits  in  this  range. 

At  4:30  is  the  broad  linear  Blacktail  Deer  Valley,  yet 
another  basic  filled  with  Tertiary  valley  fill  sediments.  In  the 
far  distance  up  the  line  of  the  Blacktail  Deer  Valley  is  the 
Snowcrest  Range  again  composed  of  Precambrian  meta- 
morphics  but  flanked  by  a thick  section  of  Paleozoic  and 
Mesozoic  rocks. 

At  5 o’clock  is  the  long  straight,  fault  controlled  flank  of 
the  Blacktail  Deer  Range,  a complex  range  composed  of 
tightly  folded  and  faulted  Paleozoic  and  Mesozoic  sediments 
overlain  by  a thick  section  of  locally  derived  volcanic  rocks. 
At  7 o’clock  at  the  south  face  of  the  Blacktail  Deer  Range  is 
the  mouth  of  Beaverhead  Canyon  where  the  Beaverhead 
River  finds  its  way  into  the  lower  Beaverhead-Dillon  basin. 
The  rocks  at  the  mouth  of  the  canyon  are  part  of  a complex 
sequence  of  volcanic  rocks  including  ash,  basalt  flows,  and 
agglomerates. 

The  hills  southwest  of  Clark’s  Lookout  and  around  to  the 
Rattlesnake  Cliffs  are  part  of  the  same  sequence  of  volcanic 
rocks.  These  outcrops  are,  like  many  of  the  resistance  hills 
around  the  basin,  erosion  remnants  of  an  older  topographic 
terrain  exhumed  by  the  erosional  processes  of  the  modern 
Beaverhead  River  and  its  tributaries. 


m Alimo) 


Sepl.  1882  S.  Mayei 


r 


Sob  Scriver 

Nationally  acclaimed  western  and  historical  artist  Bob 
Scriver  of  Browning.  Montana  has  agreed  to  create  a monu- 
mental size  statue  of  Captain  William  Clark  for  the  proposed 
state  monument  near  present  Dillon,  Montana. 

According  to  Dr.  Harold  McCraken,  Director  Emeritus  of 
the  Whitney  Gallery  of  Western  Art:  “Bob  Scriver  is  the 
foremost  sculptor  in  America  today— bar  none." 

Scriver’s  excellence  in  sculpture  has  earned  for  him  gold 
and  silver  medals  from  the  Cowboy  Artists  of  America,  as 
well  as  from  the  National  Academy  of  Western  Art.  On  two 
occasions  his  works  were  selected  as  “Best  of  Show"  in 
sculpture  at  the  C.M.  Russell  Art  Auction. 

In  1980,  the  national  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail  Heritage 
Foundation  recognized  in  Scriver’s  artwork  a significant 
contribution  to  bringing  to  this  nation  a better  appreciation 
and  awareness  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition.  He  was, 
therefore,  presented  the  Foundation’s  highest  honor,  “The 
Award  of  Meritorious  Achievement." 

Scriver's  Lewis  and  Clark  sculptures  include  “He-that- 
Looks-at-the-Calf  Meets  Captain  Lewis,”  a depiction  of 
Captain  Lewis’s  meeting  with  the  Piegan  Indians  near  pres- 
ent Cut  Bank,  Montana  in  1806;  “Captain  Lewis  and  Our 
Dog  Scannon,”  a depiction  of  the  Captain  at  his  daily  rou- 
tine of  writing  in  his  journals  while  his  faithful  Newfound- 
land stands  by  his  side;  and  the  heroic  size  statue  of  Lewis, 
Clark  and  Sacagawea  entitled  “Decision  at  the  Marias,” 
which  stands  on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  in  Fort  Benton, 
Montana. 
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Address: 


( 

Contact:  Robert  Mountain 

President 

First  Northwestern  Bank 
Box  1127 
Dillon,  MT  59725 

Please  send  me  information  on  Bob  Scriver's  1/6  and  1/4  life  size  bronzes 
of  Captain  William  Clark  as  soon  as  details  have  been  completed. 

Name: 


The  final  arrangements  for  Bob  Scriver's  monumental  size  bronze  in  Bea- 
verhead County,  Montana  are  contingent  upon  approval  by  the  48th  Montana 
Legislature  of  the  proposed  Clark's  Lookout  State  Park. 

The  production  of  the  Captain  William  Clark  bronze  will  be  funded  by  the 
sales  of  smaller  bronzes  of  the  same  design.  These  will  be  cast  in  limited  edi- 
tions and  offered  in  1/6  and  1/4  life  size. 


Send  the  coupon  below  for  more  Information. 


del  Of  proposed  sculpture 


Clark’s  Lookout  Estimate  of  Costs 

Donated  Coal  Tax 

Item  Matching  Funds  Funds  Requested 

Site  Acquisition 58,600 

Site  Appraisal  (Lewis  and  Clark  Trail  Heritage  Foundation) 3,000 

Site  Survey  (Tom  Schiopen)  400 

5,000  Brochures 1,500 

Gravel  Access  Road  and  Parking 8,575 

Rock  Excavation 10,000 

103  Rods  - Perimeter  Fences  2,060 

Steel  Gate  2,000 

100  Rock  Barriers 10,000 

1 Double  Latrine 8,000 

12  Picnic  Tables  3,000 

Directional  Signs 1,500 

540  Sq.  Yds.  Asphalt  Trail 10,800 

6 Benches 3,000 

7 Interpretive  Signs 7,000 

Geological  Consultant 500 

Archaeological  Consultant 500 

Telescope  Area  3,000 

Sculpture  (by  Clark’s  Lookout  Committee) 210,000 

Base  for  Sculpture 10,000 

Fence  or  protective  device 2,000 

Lighting 15,000 

Seeding  Disturbed  Areas  500 

Sub-total 213,400  157,635 

10%  Consultant  15,763 

15%  Staking  and  Supv. 23,644 

10%  Contingency 15,763 

10%  Inflation 15,763 

Publicity  to  Sell  Sculpture  Replicas 

(for  Clark's  Lookout  Committee)  5,000 

213,400  233,568 


TOTAL 


1983  COAL  TAX  PARK  PROPOSAL 
1.  Site  Name  (if  any):  Clark's  Lookout 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


Site  Location:  County:  Beaverhead 


Township  7 South Range  8 West Section  SE^SW);  7 

Near  (town,  landmark,  etc.)  Dillon 

Please  describe  the  site's  qualities  that  make  it  unique  or  otherwise 
eligible  for  the  State  Park  System: 


Clark's  Lookout  is  a 

significant  landmark  of  the 

Lewis  & Clark 

Exped i t ion . 

As  a state  monument  this  historic  resource  would 

be  preserved 

and  interpreted 

for  the  enjoyment  of 

Beaverhead  valley  residents 

and  visitors . 

A diversity 

of  other  recreational 

activities  are  also  possible  at  the  site 

, which  would 

compliment  its  use  as  a historic  monument. 

Project  Sponsor Peavarhead  County  Commissioner^gency  (if  any): 


Address:  Beaverhead  County  Courthouse  Telephone:  683-52A5 

Dillon,  Montana  59725 


Will  the  sponsor  be  able  to  appear  before  a Legislative  Committee  to 
support  this  proposal? 

X yes  no 


I, 


willing  to  sell?  $ 


58,600 


owner  of 


Clark's  Lookout 


/(owner’s  name)Thomfes  and  Joan  Schiopen  (site  name) 
verify  by  my  signature  that  the  information  in  number  5 above 


is  correct. 


Appraisal 

Has  the  proposed  site  been  appraised  by  a professional  land  appraiser? 
X yes  no  If  yes,  when?  11/12/81  Updated  10/25/82 

The  department  encourages  project  sponsors  to  submit  an  appraisal 
establishing  the  fair  market  value  of  the  site.  Will  you  be  able  to 
provide  one? 

X yes  no(Submitted  for  review  8/20/82  and  11/5/82) 


7.  Cost  of  Site  Acquisition 

Appraised  value  of  this  site  $ 58,600 

(Date  of  appraisal:  10/25/82 ) 

Donation  of  other  sources  of  assistance  $ 213 ,000 

(if  any,  please  specify): 

The  Lewis  & Clark  Tra’il  Heritage  Foundation  donated  $3,000  for  the  apprai sals 

and  the  expenses  for  the  application.  The  landowner  donated  the  cost  of  the 

survey.  The  funds  for  the  bronze  statue  of  Clark  will  be  raised  by  the  Clark ' s 

Lookout  Committee  through  the  sale  of  minature  bronzes  of  Captain  Clark. 


Estimated  appropriation  needed  from  Coal  Tax  Fund:  $ 233 , 568 

Other  cosments  on  cost:  $5,000  of  the  requested  appropriation  is  for  publicity 
expenses  of  the  Clark's  Lookout  Committee  to  initiate  the  marketing  of  the 

minature  bronzes  for  the  fund  raising  drive  to  pay  for  the  monumental  size 

statue  of  Captain  Clark  which  will  be  erected  on  the  site.  (See  full  cost 


breakdown  enclosed) 


PROPOSAL  EVALUATION 


Answering  the  following  questions  will  help  determine 
the  value  of  your  proposal  to  the  State  Park  System. 

1 . Please  check  the  recreational  activities  that  could  take  place  frequently 
at  this  site. 

X Walking  for  pleasure  X Picnicking  Fishing 

X Bicycling  (destination)  Hunting Camping 

X Bird-Watching  Boating  x Scenery  Viewing 

X Historic  or  Natural  Interpretation 

.._X Other:  specify  Educational  and  artistic 

Other:  specify  

Other:  specify  

2.  During  what  seasbn  would  this  site  receive  use? 

___X fall  X winter  __X spring  summer 

3.  Does  this  site  have  historic  or  archaeologic  value? 

no  X , if  yes,  please  explain:  The  site  is  a landmark  of  the 

Lewis  & Clark  Expedition.  Captain  William  Clark  used  the  rock  outcrop  as 
an  observation  point  from  which  he  viewed  the  Beaverhead  Valley,  took 
several  compass  readings,  and  sketched  a map  of  the  area. 


i.  Docs  this  site  have  scenic  value? 

no  X yes:  If  yes,  please  explain:  The  site  provides  an  excellent 

view  of  the  Beaverhead  Valley  and  the  surrounding  mountain  ranges,  and 

in  particular,  the  Beaverhead  Rock  and  the  Rattlesnake  Cliffs,  two  other 

landmarks  of  Lewis  & Clark  history,  are  visible  from  the  site. 

5.  Does  this  site  have  scientific  value?  (scientific  value  could  be  defined 
as  ecological  or  geological  features). 

X yes:  If  yes,  please  explain:  The  site  is  an  excellent 

location  to  interpret  the  areas  geologic  history  (see  geological  report 
attached . ) 

6.  Please  explain  your  conception  of  the  possible  future  management  and 
development  of  this  site: 

402/W 

The  site  would  be  managed  to  commemorate  the  Lewis  & Clark  Expedition, 
to  provide  a historical  and  geological  interpretative  area,  to  provide 
a recreational  and  cultural  experience  for  local  residents  and  visitors. 

A ten  foot  statue  of  Captain  William  Clark  would  be  sculpted  by  Bob 
Scriver  of  Browning,  Montana,  and  would  be  erected  on  the  site.  The 
costs  of  the  statue  would  be  raised  by  Clark's  Lookout  Committee  of 
Dillon,  Montana.  For  details  of  site  development,  please  see  the 
attached  map  plan. 
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Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 

HERITAGE  FOUNDATION.  INC. 


Clancy  MT  S96J4 


- SOS  cos 


omecTORS 


ilO«EO  COOSMas 


CvASENCt  H CECi(€n 
MiTCMEtl  OOOMiT 
ROBERT  E LANCE 
BOB  SAiNOOS 

-iA-L  STENSLANO 
tor  Benlon  MT  , t7  ra, 
MilBUR  f WERNER 

HCMBCRSHtR  UCRETART 


To:  The  Beaverhead  County  Commissioners 

From:  The  Lewis  & Clark  Trail  Heritage  Foundation 

Subject:  Support  for  the  proposed  Clark’s  Lookout  State  Monument 


Whereas  President  Thomas  Jefferson  instructed  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis 
to  "...take  careful  observations .. .at  all  remarkable  points... 

& objects  distinguished  by  such  natural  marks  & characters  of  a 
durable  kind,  as  that  they  may  with  certainty  be  recognized 
hereafter. . . and 

Whereas  Captain  William  Clark  ascended  a high  point  of  "ruged"  rock  on 
August  13,  1805,  for  Che  purpose  of  making  compass  readings  and 
mapping  the  area,  and  this  same  high  point  is  now  known  as  Clark' 
Lookout,  in  honor  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  visit,  and 

Whereas  there  are  few  remaining  unchanged  places  which  "...may  with 

certainty  be  recognized..."  as  those  places  visited  and  recorded 
by  Captains  Lewis  and  Clark,  such  as  that  rock  outcrop  recorded 
by  Captain  Clark  near  present  day  Dillon,  Montana,  and 

Whereas  the  Beaverhead  County  Commissioners,  in  recognition  of  the 
historical  value  of  Che  site,  have  proposed  to  have  a state 
monument  developed  on  the  site  to  ensure  its  preservation  and 
to  provide  interpretation  of  the  Expedition  history  for  the 
education^and  enjoyment  of  the  people,  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  the  Lewis  & Clark  Trail  Heritage  Foundation  assembled 
in  Philadelphia  this  7ch  day  of  August  1982,  hereby  coTnmends 
the  Beaverhead  County  Commissioners  for  their  effort  to  preserve 
this  important  historic  site,  and  to  perpetuate  the  historic 
importance  of  the  Lewis  & Clark  Expedition,  and  hereby  supports 
the  Commissioners  efforts  to  acquire  funding  for  the  Clark's 
Lookout  State  Monument  proposal. 


Passed  Unanimously 


Letters  of  Support 


Dillon  Kiwanis  Club 

PO  Boa  405 

DILLON,  MONTTANA  59725 


8 September  1 982 


Board  of  County  Comialssioners 
Beaverhead  County 
Dillon,  Montana 

Gentlemen: 

The  Dillon  Kiwanis  Club  Is  In  support  of  the  concept  to  estab- 
lish  a historic  site  at  "Lovers  Leap  Rock."  An  Improved  obser- 
vation. point,  approiately  signed  at  the  adjacent  freeway  exit, 
could  enlighten  the  tourist  in  the  rich  heritage  of  our  area 
and  may  possibly  encourage  a longer  stay  in  our  area. 

An  additional  freeway  exit  'to  serve  the  viewpoint  is  not  consid- 
ered a viable  option  due  to  flnrancial  restraints.  Additionally, 
it  would  tend  to  preclude  the  viewer  from  visiting  the  Dillon 
area. 

We  feel  the  proposal  has  merit  and  support  the  County  Commissioners 
in  their  study  of  the  project# 


Sincerely, 


A1  Hinton 
President 


Dillcn,  Montana. 
July  31,  1982 


Mr,  Robert  Miller,  Chairman 
Beaverhead  County  Commis.- ioners , 

Dillon,  Montana  59725 
Gentlemen: 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  you  County 
Commissioners  for  your  interest  and  support  of  the  recognition  of 
Clark’s  Observation  Point  (Lovers  Leap), 

Mrs.  Vinson,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  National  Lewis 
and  Clark  Heritage  Foundation  who  is  working  with  you  and  the  local 

committee  is  very  well  informed  and  able  • erson  to  be  waking  with 
you  and  I hope  I live  to  see  this  site  marKed  and  recognized.  It  was 

an  important  site  in  t^ie  voyage  of  tJie  Discovery  Corp.  All  the 
important  sites  on  tlie  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail  are  marked  and  this 
site  wit'  complete  the  history  of  the  trail  through  Beaverhead 


County, 


Sincerely, 

Honarajfy  Life  Member  of  the  Nationa 
Lei^s  and  Clark  Heritage  Foundation 


Copy, 


ESTERN  MONTANA  COLLEGE  OF  THE  MONTANA  UNIVERSITY  SYSTEM 

THE  PRESIDENT 


September  3,  1982 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

Subject:  Proposed  Lewis  & Clark  Park  of  Dillon 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Dillon  chapter  of  Rotary  International, 
at  its  meeting  on  Monday,  August  30,  1982,  approved  a motion  in 
support  of  the  development  of  the  proposed  park  honoring  Lewis  & Clark 
as  a historical  landmark  in  Dillon. 

The  members  of  the  club  discussed  at  length  the  advantages  of 
recognizing  the  unique  site,  and  its  association  with  Che  community. 

If  I can  further  clarify  this  expression  of  support  from  the 
membership  of  Che  Rotary  Club,  feel  free  to  be  in  couch  with  me. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Bob  Thomas,  President 
Rotary  Club 


City  of  Dillon.  Montana 


CONNIE  8.  NiCHOI-Aa  MAYOR 
■Aoe/eea-'^sAS 


laS  N.  IDAHO  ST 
DII-LON.  MT  S97ZB 


Septeaber  6,  1982 


Beaverhead  County  Conralssioners 


Re:  Clark  Lookout  Conmlttee 
Gentlemen: 

The  proposed  Clark  Lookout  Is  favored  by  the  City  of  Dillon  as  an  added 
attraction  for  tourists  enjoying  this  area.  With  the  completion  of  the 
Interstate  through  Dillon,  any  historic  site  will  encourage  travelers 
to  stop,  and  spend  time  In  our  area,  thus  aiding  the  business  people  In 
Dillon. 

This  site  would  provide  a recreational  area  for  local  people,  and  preserve 
a sense  of  history  for  all. 

If  the  City  can  be  of  any  assltance  in  your  project,  please  do  not  hesitate 
to  contact  us. 

Connie  S.  Nicholas 
Mayor 


Lewis  and  Clark  National  Historic  Trail 
Advisory  Council  Meeting 
Sheraton  Hotel,  Billings,  Montana 
September  11,  1982 


Whereas  President  Thomas  Jefferson  Instructed  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis  to 

"...take  careful  observations .. .at  all  remarkable  points. ..and  objects 
distinguished  by  such  natural  marks  and  characters  of  a durable  kind,  as 
that  they  may  with  certainty  be  recognized  hereafter...,"  and 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  designated  the  route  of  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  Expedition  a National  Historic  Trail,  and  has  directed  this 
Advisory  Council  to  plan  for  the  Identification,  preservation,  and  Inter- 
pretation of  "...remarkable  points..."  along  the  route,  and 

Whereas  the  careful  recording  of  the  rock  cliff  observation  point  near  present 
day  Dillon,  Montana,  on  August  15,  1805,  by  Captain  William  Clark  fol- 
lowed the  Instructions  of  President  Jefferson,  and  the  'preservation  and 
interpretation  of  the  site  would  fulfill  Jefferson's  desire  that  such 
places  "...be  recognized  hereafter...,"  and 

Whereas  the  goals  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Advisory 

Council  to  perpetuate  the  history  of  the  discovery  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
party,  and  to  Identify,  preserve  and  Interpret  the  sites  associated  with 
the  Expedition  would  be  furthered  by  the  preservation  of  the  Clark's 
Lookout  site,  and 

Whereas  the  Beaverhead  County  Commissioners,  in  recognition  of  the  historical 
value  of  the  site  of  Clark's  observations,  have  proposed  to  have  a State 
monument  developed  on  the  site  to  ensure  its  preservation  and  to  provide 
interpretation  of  the  Expedition  history  for  the  education  and  enjoyment 
of  the  people,  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  the  Lewis  and  Clark  National  Historic  Trail  Advisory  Council 

assembled  In  Billings,  Montana  this  11th  day  of  September,  1982,  hereby 
commends  the  efforts  of  the  Beaverhead  County  Commissioners,  and  extend 
our  support  and  encouragement  for  this  worthwhile  endeavor. 

This  resolution  adopted  by  a vote  of  22  for,  0 against. 


